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Biography

Kristen Williams was born and raised in Inglewood, California. Growing up, the value of
earning a college degree was instilled in her at a very young age. While attending
predominantly white middle school and high school, she became more aware of the
inequalities people of color face while pursuing this journey. As the youngest of three,
she also withessed the journey to pursuing higher education through her two older
sisters and her parents, who did not have much knowledge about the college admissions
process at the time.

She watched her parents search for resources regarding SAT/ACT prep, financial aid
literacy, and so much more. By the time she began the college admissions process, her
parents applied the knowledge they had gained to help with her own journey, while also
becoming resources for other students of color at her school. Through her parents’ work,
she has witnessed that while access to resources can change lives, gaining access can
be extremely difficult, especially for students of color. She is honored to be part of an
organization that prioritizes providing students with the necessary resources needed to
be successful in college and beyond.

Kristen recently graduated with a B.S. in Child/ Adolescent Psychology from Saint Mary’s
College of California, Class of 2021. Prior to working for the Campaign for College
Opportunity, Kristen was involved in facilitating community dialogues around social
justice-related topics as an Intercultural Development Leader at her alma mater. She also
worked on the Executive Team as the event planner for the Black cultural night at Saint
Mary’s, called Expressions of Blackness.



